DON PEACHEY  INDUCTED
INTERNATIONAL POLKA
HALL OF FAME
     Bandleader and accordionist Don Peachey was inducted into the International Polka Hall Of Fame
on Saturday, August 6 in Cleveland, Ohio.  The induction ceremony took place at the 43rd  Annual I..P.A. Music Awards Banquet held at the Double Tree Hotel.  The semi-formal affair was themed “Let's Celebrate” and was held in conjunction with the 43rd  Annual International Polka Association Festival.
     The Don Peachey Band has been playing one-nighters and pleasing audiences for 58 years.  The band has recorded 15 CD's and appeared in 13 states.  They have made an annual tour thru Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas for 49 years.  Their biggest hit recording was a novelty tune called “Horsie Keep Your Tail Up”.
DON PEACHEY BIOGRAPHY
      Don Peachey played his first dance job to an admission paying audience at the Civic Center in Fairwater, Wisconsin.  Except for two years in the U.S. Army he has been keeping Wisconsin dancers dancing ever since.  Don did have a musical experience in the army serving for one and one-half years in Japan in the 1st Cavalry Division where he was the director of the 8th Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps.
      Don was elected Bandleader of the Year by the Wisconsin Orchestra Leaders Association in 1973 and he was inducted into the Wisconsin Polka Hall of Fame in 1998 receiving their two most prestigious awards at the Blue Canary in Milwaukee.  The band was in the right place at the right time one time on the 4th of July in Columbus Wisconsin.  There was a CBS Camera Crew in town filming patriotic celebrations around the United States and they ended up with a live shot playing on Dan Rather's  nightly news program...national exposure for a few fleeting (ninuta) momentos.
     Hometown for Don Peachey is Burnett, WI (just a nice little town waiting to be discovered) located about an hour from downtown Milwaukee and and hour from downtown Madison.  The band is probably the most visible band from Wisconsin, not only from their recording exposure but also they have played and appeared in 13 states altogether including Minnesota, Iowa, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas.  They have made an annual tour thru Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas for 49 consecutive years and they love every minute of that Texas hospitality.
      The band has recorded 15 CD's and their lucky star peeped out when they recorded a novelty song called “Horsie Keep Your Tail Up” and that song really took off and made a lot of new friends for the band.  If Guy Lombardo played the “Sweetest Music This Side of Heaven” then Polka Music must be the “Happiest Music This Side of Heaven”.
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