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NEW SIX-MONTH ONLINE TRAINING IN EMERGING HEALTH IT FIELD BEING OFFERED BY NORMANDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Federal grant reduces cost of statewide training to $500 for qualified healthcare or IT professionals seeking new career opportunities in one of the fastest growing job markets
Applications accepted through Dec. 31 for classes starting Jan. 4, 2011
BLOOMINGTON, Minn. – Dec. 16, 2010 – Qualified healthcare and IT professionals seeking expanded career opportunities in one of the fastest growing job markets in the U.S. can apply by Dec. 31, 2010 for a new health IT professional online training program being offered statewide by Normandale Community College starting Jan. 4, 2011. Due to a federal grant, the cost of the online training program is only $500. 
The MN Health Information Technology (MnHIT) program is a professional level, non-credit online training program that will train qualified healthcare and/or IT professionals for jobs in the expanding health IT field. Participants will gain knowledge in IT technical skills, health care knowledge, systems theory, workflow planning, decision making, and project and time management. Coursework includes training curricula created by five leading universities including John Hopkins, Duke and Columbia University. The training program will also provide student career resources and support.
“This is an exciting opportunity for qualified healthcare and IT professionals to expand and enhance their career in a well-paying and rapidly growing job industry,” according to Sunny Ainley, Health IT Program Lead, Center for Applied Learning at Normandale Community College. Due to federal funding, the training program is very low cost and an excellent value.”
The innovative statewide online program addresses new workforce needs and employment demands. Rapidly evolving market and regulatory changes in the health care system has created this need for a projected 50,000 additional health information technology professionals in the U.S. over the next five years. Normandale Community College received an $800,000 HITECH grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to provide the online training. The next training will start January, 2011.
“Health information technology is a demanding, growing profession that requires specialized, practical and teachable skills and Normandale Community College is pioneering this effort to meet this demand,” said Ainley. “Since Normandale is viewed as a strong leader in the health IT arena, many other colleges from around the country are looking to Normandale as a model to develop HIT workforce programs.”
For more information or to register call 952-487-8335 or visit www.normandale.edu/continuingeducation.
