The Minnesota Newspaper Association distributes a survey every two years, asking for feedback from candidates for legislative, congressional and statewide offices.  Candidate answers will be distributed to our members – more than 350 daily and weekly newspapers in the state.  
Please send your answers by Friday, September 17. 

The survey can be sent to MNA via email, fax or standard mail.

Email: 
member@mna.org
Fax:  
612-342-2958

Mail:
12 South Sixth Street, Suite 1120 | Minneapolis, MN 55402    
MINNESOTA GOVERNOR
Budget: Minnesota is in the midst of a cycle of budget shortfalls, and the 2012-2013 shortfall in the general fund could exceed $5 billion. How do you propose resolving the shortfall – spending cuts only, tax increases only, or a combination? If you support tax increases, be specific in which taxes you would raise.
Government redesign: Continuing budget shortfalls have prompted many calls for redesigning government. Identify three specific ways that state government could become more efficient in its delivery of programs and services.
Education, K-12: Reform was vigorously debated after Minnesota failed to receive funding in the Race to the Top federal program. What measures do you support to narrow the achievement gap among advantaged and disadvantaged Minnesota students? Specifically, do you support alternative teacher licensure?
Higher education: Is Minnesota’s higher education system meeting workforce needs as companies compete in the global economy? Does the structure/organization of Minnesota’s higher education system – the University of Minnesota plus the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system – need to be revisited? Be specific.
Health care: How should the state’s public health programs – General Assistance Medical Care, MinnesotaCare and Medical Assistance – be structured so they are financially sustainable and deliver more timely and effective care?

Transportation: How should Minnesota deal with pressing transportation needs? If more money is needed, be specific in the revenue sources you support.
Energy: Experts predict a shortage of base-load energy by 2020. What sources of energy do you support to meet that need?

Vikings stadium: Should tax dollars be part of the financing package for a new Vikings stadium? If so, be specific how the money should be raised.
Open meetings: Would you support clarifying the reach of the state’s Open Meeting Law, so that it indisputably covers various kinds of advisory bodies appointed by governmental agencies?
Priorities: Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?
Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

U.S. CONGRESS
Foreign affairs: Should the United States maintain its current military strength in Iraq and Afghanistan? If not, what sort of withdrawal do you support?
Health care: How do you determine whether the recent health care reform legislation is successful? Does the legislation need additional tweaks? Be specific.
Earmarks: Do you support congressional earmarks? What are the pros and cons of the current practice?

Education: Is the No Child Left Behind Act working? Should it be revised, repealed?
Energy: Do you support a cap-and-trade policy? Explain.
Agriculture: Should the next Farm Bill generally continue the current system of subsidy programs? Or should Congress try a different approach, perhaps one that places greater emphasis on risk management tools such as crop insurance instead of subsidy payments?
Jobs: Do you support the Employee Free Choice Act?

Immigration: What are your priorities in any immigration reform legislation?
Economy: Did you support the federal economic stimulus packages? Do you support additional incentives as the nation emerges from the recession?
Shield law: Do you support the federal shield law proposal currently pending before Congress?  Why or why not?

Priorities: Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?

Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

JUDICIAL RACES

The judicial system is facing increasing cost pressures. Other than increased funding, what steps can be taken to increase efficiency in the courts and still afford individuals due process under the law?

Do you support the judicial retention election system as recommended by the 

Quie Commission?

Do you intend to seek endorsement and/or financial contributions from political parties and other special-interest groups? If so, which organizations/individuals have endorsed you?

Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?

Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Should Minnesota adopt a law targeting illegal immigrants similar to that enacted in Arizona?

What specific suggestions do you have for reducing gang activity?
Should Minnesota challenge the constitutionality of the federal health care reform act?

Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?

Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

STATE AUDITOR

Does the auditor provide sufficient oversight of local governments? What additional measures, if any, do you recommend?

Local governments face increasing unfunded liabilities due to defined benefits for retirees. What measures do you propose to minimize the risk and cost to taxpayers?
Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?

Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

SECRETARY OF STATE

Should photo identification be required at the voting booth?

Do you support instant runoff voting?

How can public documents be made more accessible and affordable to the public?

Do you support or oppose voting by mail on a regular basis, beyond just absentee voting?
Why are you running for office? What are your personal priorities?

Briefly summarize your personal background and qualifications.

