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January 21, 2009

Sen. Paul Koering
District 12

131 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155
Dear Paul:

You and your fellow senators face a difficult session ahead, dealing with one of the largest budget deficits in history. Among the proposals that you are expected to hear are those of lobbying groups for local government, asking that publication of legal notices be curtailed, or even eliminated, in many instances. I strongly urge you to resist that effort.

The ultimate goal of public notice is to inform the citizens, and I maintain that substituting the posting of notices on governmental websites simply does not accomplish that. There are other issues involved with government websites: security of the website, technical expertise, reliability of the site and timeliness of posting. But the pivotal point I’d like to address is eyeballs reached.

Quite simply, newspapers reach your constituents better than anyone else. We’ve always had the power of print, and in Crow Wing County the Brainerd Dispatch partners with the Lake Country Echo and Crosby-Ironton Courier to give you three newspapers for the price of one.

Now let me add a new dimension: our newspaper websites. For several years the law has required that we post legal notices on our websites in addition to the printed version. For the Dispatch that means 20.1 million page views in 2008. The Lake Country Echo adds another 1.8 million, with the Courier coming online soon. This represents the largest online audience in our area, by far.

One final point. People have to register to access my Dispatch website. By that means I know that 91% of those 96,000 registered users do not subscribe to the Dispatch. What that means is that you get two large, virtually unduplicated audiences, all for the price of print alone. 
I grant you that public notice isn’t cheap. But if the purpose is to inform the citizens of Minnesota, then the combination of newspapers and their companion websites is the most 
powerful tool you have. Publishing legal notice via governmental websites let’s government business – the people’s business – be transacted in the dark.

I appreciate your time in considering this important matter and I have more information should you need it. You have my phone and e-mail, just give me a shout.
Thanks for the work you do representing our area; your dedication is appreciated.








Sincerely,








Terry McCollough
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